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over, the company outside the churchyard formed a circle
and danced to music. About the middle of the nineteenth
century the burial of the wren took place in the Isle of Man
on St. Stephen's Day (the twenty-sixth of December).
Boys went from door to door with a wren suspended by the
legs in the centre of two hoops, which crossed each other
at right angles and were decorated with evergreens and
ribbons. The bearers sang certain lines in which refer-
ence was made to boiling and eating the bird. If at the
close of the song they received a small coin, they gave in
return a feather of the wren ; so that before the end of the
day the bird often hung almost featherless. The wren was
then buried, no longer in the churchyard, but on the sea-
shore or in some waste place. The feathers distributed
were preserved with religious care, it being believed that
every feather was an effectual preservative from shipwreck
for a year, and a fisherman would have been thought very
foolhardy who had not one of them.1 Even to the present
time, in the twentieth century, the custom is generally
observed, at least in name, on St. Stephen's Day, throughout
the Isle of Man.2

A writer of the eighteenth century says that in Ireland Hunting
the wren " is   still  hunted and  killed  by the  peasants on

Christmas Day, and on the following (St. Stephen's Day) he and En8*
is carried about, hung by the leg, in the centre of two hoops,
crossing each other at right angles, and a procession made in
every village, of men, women, and children, singing an Irish
catch, importing him to be the king of all birds," 8    Down to

1   G.   Waldron,   Description  of the     refused.     Formerly boys actually en-
fsle of Man (reprinted for the Manx     gaged in the chase, stoning the bird
Society, D'ouglas, 1865), pp. 49 sqq. ;     to death with the object of distributing
J. Train, Account of the Isle of Man     the feathers <for luck.*"    From  this
(Douglas, 1845), ii. 124 sqq., 141.           account we may gather that in the Isle

2  In The Morning Post of Wednes-     of Man the hunting of the wren is now
day,   27th December 1911,   we read     merely nominal and that the pretence
that  " the observance of the ancient     of it is kept up only as an excuse for
and curious custom known as * the hunt     collecting gratuities.     It is thus that
of the wren ' was general throughout     the solemnity of ritual dwindles into
the Isle of Man yesterday.    Parties of     the  pastime of children.    I have to
boys bearing poles decked with ivy and     thank Mrs. J. H. Deane, of 41 Iverna
streamers went from bouse to house     Court, Kensington, for kindly sending
singing   to   an  indescribable   tune  a     me the extract from The Morning Post.
quaint ballad detailing the pursuit and         s Ch. Vallancey, Collectanea de rebus
death of the wren,  subsequently de-     Hibernicis> iv. (Dublin,  1786} p, 97 ;
manding recompense, which is rarely     J. Brand, Popular Antiquities, iii. 195